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FAMOUS “ART NUN,” SISTER WENDY, 

TO SPEAK AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

CLEVELAND — International television celebrity Sister Wendy Beckett will appear at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2000, for “A 
Chat with Sister Wendy.” She will be interviewed by The Plain Dealer art and 
architecture critic Steven Litt. Sister Wendy has garnered worldwide recognition as the 
so-called “art nun” for her numerous television programs, primarUy on the BBC and 
PBS, and for her books on art. Her newest public television series. Sister Wendy 's 
American Collection (and accompanying book), features the CMA as one of the top six 
art museums in the country. Reserved tickets for this Gartner Auditorium event ($35) go 
on sale to the general public on Oct. 15 at the CMA ticket center (1-888-CMA-0033 or 
216-421-7350) 

Published by Harper Collins and also titled Sister Wendy ’s American Collection, 
the book is expected in the museum’s three stores (University Circle, Beachwood Mall 
and Hopkins Airport) at the time of the mid-November event. In it she describes the 
CMA: “Cleveland is a very great museum. ... In gallery after gallery, we come across 
unique treasures and exquisite art of the rarest kind. ... This museum [is] a place of 
sublime and never-ending satisfactions.” 

Public appearances are rare for Sister Wendy, who spends most of her time in 
seclusion at the Carmelite Monastery at Quidenham in Norfolk, England. In addition to 
Cleveland, Sister Wendy will visit New York City and Washington, D.C. 

Steven Litt met Sister Wendy about a year ago, when she was here for 2-1/2 
weeks taping for her hour-long segment on the CMA. Litt has covered many of the 
CMA’s acquisitions, exhibitions, staff and trustee developments, and other activities 
since joining the staff of The Plain Dealer, Cleveland’s major daily newspaper, in 1991 . 

American public television stations will broadcast the six episodes of Sister 
Wendy’s American Collection in 2001. Also in the series are the Art Institute of Chicago, 
the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth (Texas), the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
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